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Participatory Social Research
An experiential course

Start Date: January 2013

Duration: Six day course spread over 12 months 

Designed for: Practitioner and academic
researchers, citizens involved in research for social
change and postgraduate students.

Participatory forms of research are increasingly
common in the fields of health, social welfare, and
education, but there are few opportunities for shared
learning about this approach. The four contributing
institutions, listed below, will host a course, presented
in their local language, that will enable participants to:

• Be familiar with the origins of participatory social
research in their own country and internationally.

• Be confident of the defining characteristics of
participatory social research and the underlying
theories and concepts that inform this approach.

• Design and implement a participatory research
project within their own field of interest.

• Interpret critically the findings of participatory
research projects for application in their field of
interest.

• Consider and identify impact and sustainability
issues.

Participants will apply to their chosen institution with
an idea for a participatory research project which will
be undertaken over the course of the year. There will
be six full day sessions where we will work
collaboratively to develop understandings of the
principles and practices of PSR and to address
practical issues. The six days will take place at your
chosen institution.

To foster international
communication and
collaboration alongside
local application, there
will be opportunities for
on-going contact with
course participants in
the other countries via
web links.  Participants
will also be encouraged
and supported to
present work on the
internet platform and at
the International CARN
Conference in
November 20131.
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An International Course for
Participatory Researchers:
Practitioners, Community 
Members and Academics

1 Attendance not included in the
fees for the course.
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Entry Requirements:

• Basic knowledge of, and/or experience in, user
involvement/community-based research.

• A participatory research project, agreed in principle
by prospective participants and the local setting, 
to be undertaken during the course.

• Commitment to six full days with the host institution,
working collaboratively with other course members.

• Commitment to implementing your participatory
research project over the year.

• Competency in the local language of your chosen
institution.

Final Presentations:

Upon completion course participants will present 
their work to their peers.

Successful completion will result in certification 
from the host institution.

Host Institutions:

• Northumbria University, UK 

• Catholic University of Applied Sciences, 
Berlin, Germany 

• University of Alberta, Canada 

• Escola Superior de Enfermagem de Coimbra,
Portugal

Course Fee:

Northumbria University, UK: £700.

If you are interested in taking part in 
this course at Northumbria University 
please contact:

Dr Tina Cook: Reader in Inclusive Methodologies

Health and Life Sciences 
Coach Lane Campus (East)
Northumbria University
Newcastle upon Tyne
NE7 7XA

Tel: 0191 215 6480

Email: tina.cook@northumbria.ac.uk
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